
WHAT THE THORNHILLS
TRANSPORT ASSESSMENT
REVEALS
The Transpor t  Assessment  ind ica tes  tha t  Br ighouse t ra f f i c
queues cou ld  increase,  and C l i f ton  Common th rough- t ra f f i c
cou ld  be  res t r i c ted
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The Transport Assessment for Thornhills Garden Suburb contains several
significant disclosures that residents should understand before Friday’s
deadline.

Two issues in particular deserve closer attention.

Peak-time queues towards the M62 could extend over 1km through
Brighouse.

The report presents queue modelling in technical units (PCUs – passenger
car units), but it does not translate those figures into real-world road
length.

When those modelling outputs are converted into physical distance using
typical vehicle spacing assumptions, they indicate that peak-time
queues associated with the proposed Clifton Enterprise Zone access and
related junction changes could extend over 1 kilometre through Brighouse
town centre.

The report does not explicitly state this in narrative form — but it flows
directly from its own modelling data.

THORNHELLS.ORG.UK/1A

https://thornhells.org.uk/1a
https://thornhells.org.uk/1a/
https://thornhells.org.uk/1a/


THORNHELLS.ORG.UK

The Transport Assessment indicates that a bus gate is planned for
Clifton Common once the Enterprise Zone spine road is delivered.
This would redirect general through-traffic away from the current route
into Brighouse.
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Other key points within the applicant’s Transport Assessment include:
·The Stotts Arms A641/A643 junction already operates at capacity with
significant queuing and delay.
·Traffic from Clifton Business Park has not been fully incorporated into future
assessments.
·Bus access is currently limited, with no stops near the site frontage and many
dwellings more than 1km from existing stops.
·The document acknowledges that early phases of the site would function
as an isolated development, increasing reliance on car travel.

These points are drawn directly from the applicant’s Transport Assessment.
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What can you do in the next few days?

D E A D L I N E  TO  CO M M E N T:  F R I DAY  6  M A RC H  |  P L A N N I N G  R E F E R E N C E :  2 4 / 0 0 2 5 1 / F U L

Contact your Local Councillors (remember they represent you)

Share your experiences of traffic in Brighouse and Clifton with
Calderdale’s planning officers - remember, comments written in your own
words are often the most helpful to planning officers

      
   How traffic currently affects your journeys through Brighouse:

1.Your own experience of traffic in Brighouse
        How often do you experience congestion at Stotts Arms or on the A641?

2.Existing junction capacity
       Do current junctions already experience peak-time delays or queues?

3.The ability of the road network to cope with more traffic
       Can the local road network cope with additional traffic from Thornhills?

4.Infrastructure timing
       Should major infrastructure, such as an Enterprise Zone link road, be 
       delivered before housing is occupied?

5.Route changes affecting Clifton Common
       How might Clifton Common route changes affect your daily journey?

Residents may wish to consider how this development could affect traffic in
Brighouse, particularly other developments planned in South-East Calderdale

LINK TO PLANNING APPLICATION

ABOUT
THORNHELLS

Published by thornhells.org.uk | March 2026.
We’re a community group shining a light on the unnecessary destruction of South
East Calderdale’s greenbelt.
Our independent civic commentary is drawn from publicly available documentation.

You can reach us at save@thornhells.org.uk or on social media
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